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Steventon Players Committee Meeting 
Monday, 4th December, 2017 

 
MINUTES 

 
 
Present:  Marilyn Wright (chair), Sue Brinsley (Secretary), Shona Gruzelier, Rosina 
Forde, Rachel Cheesman, Charlie Palmer, Jeff Dodgson, John Smith 
 
Meeting opened at 8.00pm 
 
1) APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Jan Everton Browne 
 
 
2) MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETING – 3rd October 2017 

Minutes were agreed as an accurate record, and signed by Marilyn. 
 
 
3) MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES 
 
Item 3d: JANE AUSTEN 200 – STEVENTON 
 
Total raised at the Ashe Park open garden event was £917.   
Marilyn was advised that this had been designated as being raised for "the village 
fund".   
 
Many people were involved in raising this money, and the committee agreed it must 
be used for something of benefit to everyone in the village. 
 
Options discussed included: 
- pictures to brighten up the village hall 
- a bench for outside the church 
- helping with the proposed defibrillator for the village.   
 
The committee felt the best option would be to add most of this sum to the funds 
raised to pay for a village defibrillator.  The remaining balance could be held back to 
go towards a Jane Austen memento seat. 
 
If the costs of the defibrillator have already been met, then we will use the funds 
elsewhere. 
 
Final decision on this outstanding. 
 
 
Item 8:  STEVENTON PLAYERS MINUTES ON VILLAGE WEBSITE 
 
Minutes are not approved until the next committee meeting, which means they are 
likely to be out of date by the time they are posted on the website. It was agreed 
therefore to publish minutes as ‘drafts’, to enable effective communications to the 
village to happen within a reasonable timescale. 
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4) FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
Current balance – Steventon Players:   £1,743.77 
Funds for Seniors’ Christmas lunch (ring-fenced):   £805.77   
Awaiting paying in: 

   Takings for Jane Austen teas:  £917 
 
 
5) USE AND HIRE OF VILLAGE HALL 

 
A meeting took place in October between representatives of the Steventon Players 
and the Village Hall committees.  An agreement was reached, as follows: 
 
Village Hall will charge Steventon Players £250 for the year ending March 2018.  
This is to cover all events organised directly by Steventon Players, except for the 
annual ‘show’.  
In addition, Steventon Players will pay a fixed sum of £100 to cover use of the hall 
for all activities connected with the 2018 spring show.   
 
Total = £350 for the year, to be paid in arrears in March. 
 
This arrangement applies to the year April 2017-March 2018 year.  To be reviewed 
for the following year. 
 
The Village Hall committee will agree charges for other events directly with the 
organisers of those events. To help the committee to identify who is responsible for a 
particular event, a note of the organiser will be included in the Events Calendar 
published each year. 
 

 
6) STEVENTON PLAYERS – CHANGE OF NAME? 
 
Discussion took place to explore whether Steventon Players needs to change its 
name, its role or its constitution to include specific mention of general social activities 
as well as entertainment.   
 
It was concluded that the committee does fulfil the terms of the constitution – ie it is 
doing what it was set up to do, which is “to encourage, facilitate and provide dramatic 
and musical entertainment for the residents of Steventon, and to encourage 
participation in such activities among the said residents”.  
 
It was agreed therefore, that no change of name is required. However, the 
committee recognised the importance of ensuring that there is clear communication 
about the individuals and/or committees who are responsible for organising the 
various events which take place in the village. 
 
 
7) SPRING SHOW – 2018  
 
It was agreed that the Steventon Players spring productions are very popular, and 
are key to fulfilling one of its main aims – that of bringing village residents together. 
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Decided:   
What:     A Variety show 
Name:    “Steventon Entertains?” 
Dates:     March 2nd and 3rd, 2018 
Price:      £6 (no increase) 
 
Marilyn to co-ordinate/produce. 
 
 
8) ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 

a) PANTO 2019 
Marilyn asked whether or not we should do a panto in 2019. The committee 
felt that despite being a lot of work for some people, it was a feature of village 
activities that would be missed, and we should plan for a panto in 2019. 

 
b) EVENTS FOR 2018 

The calendar for next year’s village events needs to be drawn up.   
 
Residents to be invited to an Open Meeting to share ideas, seek volunteers to 
become event organisers, and plan events and dates. 
 
(Note: An “Open Meeting” is one which is not run by the Steventon Players 
committee.  It is a general meeting of village residents to discuss a range of 
social and entertainment events for the forthcoming year.) 
 
Date of Open Meeting:  January 4th 

 
 
9) DATE OF NEXT STEVENTON PLAYERS MEETING:  

 
Thursday, March 15th 
Venue:  TBA 

 
 
Meeting closed at 10.00pm 


