
Page 1 of 4 

Steventon Players Committee Meeting 
Thursday, 15th March, 2018 

 
MINUTES 

 
 
Present:  Marilyn Wright (Chair), Sue Brinsley (Secretary), Jan Everton-Browne 
(Treasurer), Shona Gruzelier, Rosina Forde, Rachel Cheesman, John Smith 
 
Meeting opened at 8.00pm 
 
1) APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Charlie Palmer, Jeff Dodgson 
 
 
2) MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETING – 4th December 2017 

Minutes were agreed as an accurate record, and signed by Marilyn. 
 
 
3) MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES 
 
JANE AUSTEN 200 – STEVENTON – USE OF FUNDS RAISED 
 
Marilyn confirmed that the money raised at the Ashe Park open garden event of 
£917 was paid straight into the Steventon Players account, and ‘ring-fenced’ for use 
for the benefit of the village.  There will be more of this left after donating to the 
defibrillator fund than originally anticipated (see below), and the options for spending 
this remain as discussed at the last meeting. 
 
Marilyn had been unable to find out the final figure collected for the Village Hall, but 
estimates it at about £1000. 
 
Defibrillator – Update from Rosina on behalf of the Parish Council:   
Rachel Palmer recommended a specific defibrillator and accessories that she 
considered best suited for Steventon. The Parish Council have ordered this and sent 
off a cheque for £2268. 
 
The contribution requested from Steventon Players at this point in time is £213, 
which is considerably less than the £900 previously estimated.  The difference is due 
to three original uncertainties:  
 
- Initial estimated costs for installation were around £550, but a much lower quote 

of £125 has been found 
 
-  It was discovered that last year’s Fun Run had raised £1,300 rather than £1,100 
 
- Hampshire Country Council did not confirm the amount they were prepared to 

grant us until January. 
 
The figure quoted by Rachel Palmer for training is £150.  This is included in the £213 
donation from Steventon Players.  In addition, we may wish to train more people 
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and/or run more than one training session at a later date - if this is the case the 
Parish Council will need to seek additional funding from Steventon Players. 
 
Marilyn has heard that the Viables Centre might be offering suitable training, and 
suggested the Parish Council might want to look into this possibility. 
 
 
STEVENTON PLAYERS MINUTES ON VILLAGE WEBSITE 
 
This is now working well.  Minutes are published on the website as ‘Draft’ soon after 
the meeting.  They are then amended to “Approved’ once they have been signed at 
the next committee meeting. 
 
 
4) FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
CURRENT TOTAL BALANCE  =   £2761.43 
 
“Steventon Entertains!”  

Ticket sales: £432.00 
Expenses: £  39.37 
Profit:  £392.63 

 
Funds in SP account ‘ring-fenced’ for specific purposes:   
Seniors’ Christmas lunch:     £805.77 
Takings from Jane Austen event at Ashe Park:  £917.00 
 
 
5) “STEVENTON ENTERTAINS!”- REVIEW 
 
Feedback has been enthusiastic and very positive.  The committee agreed it was 
another very successful event. 

 
 

6) FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 

a) Monthly coffee mornings 
The first one has taken place and was attended by about 20 people.  There 
were tea, coffee and cakes, and a book-swap.  It was reiterated that these 
mornings are for everyone, including children, the idea being simply to get 
people together in a relaxed environment. 
 
It was agreed to use some of the money currently ring-fenced for the Seniors’ 
Christmas lunch, to buy some supplies for the Coffee Mornings.   
 
It was also agreed that it would be a good idea for Steventon Players to 
provide their own mugs and store them separately in the store room. 

 
b) Film Night  (April 13th) 

Sue suggested the film “Saving Grace”.  There were no other suggestions and 
the committee were happy with this choice. 
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c) Barn Dance  
The Harvest Thanksgiving service at the church will be at 12.00, followed by a 
Harvest Barn Dance at 1.30pm at Litchfield.   
This is primarily a village event. 
People to take a ‘sharing lunch’.  
Finish time to be 6.00pm 
 
There will be dancing to the Woodsiders, who have been provisionally booked 
at a cost of £460. 
 

 Ticket price to be £6.00 per person, children free.  Jan will sell the tickets. 
 
There will need to be a working party to set up on Saturday – moving tables, 
chairs, putting up marquee etc. 
 

d) Panto 2019 
The committee discussed whether to do a full panto-like show next year as 
there is a lot of work involved for many people.  The decision was made to go 
ahead, as it really does achieve Steventon Players’ main aim of bringing the 
community together, and the belief was that people would miss it if it didn’t 
happen. 
 
Marilyn and Charlie have had some preliminary discussions, and Marilyn 
outlined some initial ideas. 
 
Re timing: Marilyn reported that there had been considerable positive 
feedback about this year’s show not being at half-term. 
 
Dates discussed for next year:  Around either March 15th or 22nd.   

 
 
7) ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 

a) Bluebell Coffee Morning 
John reported that everything is now pretty well organised, with all duties 
allocated. 

 
b) Hannington Country Fair 2019 – Timing  

Rosina reported that the new organiser, Antony Littleton, had written to 
Steventon Parish Council to advise them that it is proposed to hold the fair on 
June 23rd next year, and that they hope this doesn’t cause us any 
inconvenience. 
 
The committee agreed that when our Fête clashes with the Hannington fair it 
does indeed have a negative effect our attendance. So it would be advisable 
to move our fête to the following weekend.  As this event is organised by the 
Village Hall committee, it was agreed that Rosina should write to Rachel in 
her role as Village Hall committee member, with this information, so that she 
can take it forward with the Village Hall committee. 
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8) DATE OF NEXT STEVENTON PLAYERS MEETING:  
 
Thursday, June 21st  
Venue:  TBA 

 
 
Meeting closed at 9.40pm 


