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Steventon Players Committee Meeting 
Thursday, 21ST June, 2018 

 
MINUTES 

 
 
Present:  Marilyn Wright (Chair), Sue Brinsley (Secretary), Jan Everton-Browne 
(Treasurer), Shona Gruzelier, Rosina Forde, Rachel Cheesman, Charlie Palmer, Jeff 
Dodgson 
 
Meeting opened at 8.00pm 
 
1) APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Received from: John Smith 
 
 
2) MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETING – 15th March 2018 

Minutes were agreed as an accurate record, and signed by Marilyn. 
 
 
3) MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES 
 
DEFIBRILLATOR 
 
Rosina reported that the defibrillator is installed and working. Information has been 
circulated on Cassandra.  She confirmed that it will be necessary to phone 999 
emergency services to get the code, and that this is a normal requirement.  
However, the three doctors in the village have been given the code. 
 
We are awaiting information and a date from Rachel Palmer with regard to training 
for any villagers who would like to be trained to use it. 
 
The Village Hall Committee have taken on responsibility for checking the equipment 
– different levels of checks have to be done daily, weekly and monthly.  Rachel 
Cheesman has a box with the manual and various spare parts which will be kept in 
the village hall. 
 
The commemorative plaque for Sally is now also fitted. 
 
 
4) FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
CURRENT TOTAL BALANCE  =   £2595.47 
 
Rolling Supper funds: 
£245 to be donated to the Basingstoke Food Bank. 
£20 remains unpaid. Charlie is not optimistic about this being paid now. 
 
Steventon Strummers: 
The village ukulele group now meet in the village hall due to the numbers involved.  
It was agreed that, as this is a group open to the whole village under the banner of 
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Steventon Players, the hire cost should be covered by Steventon Players in line with 
the arrangement for Steventon Singers. 
 
 
5) FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 

a) Monthly coffee mornings (item 6a) 
The mugs had been bought and will be put in boxes in the cupboard, labelled 
Steventon Players. 
 
The last one was not very well attended.  One reason could be that the 
Cassandra email wasn’t circulated until the day before, because Tim was 
away.  Comments had also been received about Cassandra emails going into 
spam. 
 
There was discussion about what could be done to improve attendance, 
including possibly opening it up to the rest of the Benefice.  Although numbers 
are fairly low, some of those attending are people who do not come along to 
other events.  It was therefore agreed therefore that it is worth continuing for 
the time being, with a review at Christmas. 

 
b) Barn Dance (item 6c) 

Date: September 23rd 
 
 There will be a short service at the church at 12.00, moving on to the barn 

dance. 
 
 Who can go? It was decided to keep it open to village families only, but if any 

residents have friends staying with them at the time, they would be welcome 
as well. 

 
Organisation: 
- Everyone to bring something for a sharing lunch 
- Long tables to be provided for the food 
- Everyone to take their own chairs etc 
- Loos – already booked by Jan 
- Marquee – already booked by Sue 

 
 The marquee to be used if the weather requires. 
 
 Marilyn has paid a deposit to the band.  Full cost is £460. 
 
 Lighting?  There was discussion about whether this would be needed. 
 Jeff offered to lend his generator if no other solutions are found. 
 

c) Film Club (item 6b) 
Agreed for October 5th 

 
d) Panto 2019 (item 6d) 

Marilyn has booked the hall for March 18th – 23rd. 
 
Decision about number of performances to be decided at a later date. 
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Marilyn and Charlie’s proposal is to produce a version of HMS Pinafore, set in 
the 1920s.  Charlie has a copy of the original script, which he will tweak and 
adapt for Steventon.  We must stick pretty much to the original script, but can 
re-name it if we wish.  Ideas welcome. 
 
It was agreed that we should hold an open meeting soon for anyone in the 
village, to outline plans and ask for help. 

 
 
6) ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 

Rosina raised the state of the grass and ground around the Jane Austen 
telephone box.  Charlie volunteered to strim the grass at the following 
weekend. 
  
 

7) DATE OF NEXT STEVENTON PLAYERS MEETING:  
 
Thursday, 4th October  
Venue:  TBA 

 
 
Meeting closed at 9.50pm 


