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United Benefice of  
North Waltham, Steventon, Ashe and Deane 

www.nwsadchurch.org 

 
Priest in Charge  Rev. James Russell  01256 589614 

     revjames.overton@gmail.com 
 

Lay Minister Emeritus:  Simon Wainman 

 

For baptisms, weddings and other church matters, in the first 
instance please contact Rev. James or if he is unavailable and it 
is urgent, contact one of the Churchwardens. 

Churchwardens 

North Waltham  Steventon 

Alan Purkiss  397 697  Marilyn Wright  397 445 

Emma-Jane Bevis  398 535  
 

Ashe    Deane 

Sue Headley  770 344  Deirdre Coles  781 495 

Fiona Price   771 228  Christopher Fagan  780 639 

 
 

Editor    Safeguarding Officer 

Julie Hugman   Mrs Steve Jefferson  

7 St. Michael’s Close            safeguarding@nwsadchurch.org  

North Waltham RG25 2BP 

 01256 397228  

 parish.magazine@hotmail.com 

 

Disclaimer: Subject to space permitting, editorial policy is to 
publish all articles presented (excluding anonymous and 
personal commentary on planning applications). Any views 
expressed are those of the contributor only. The goods or 
services offered through advertisement in this magazine are 
not endorsed by the church.   P
A

R
I

S
H

 
M

A
G

A
Z

I
N

E
 

P R IC E :  £ 8  f o r  e ma i l ,  £1 0  f o r  p ap er  
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Church Services in the United Benefice 
Growing together in love for God and for one another. 

April 
 
Sunday services suspended  

As you will now be aware all Sunday services across the country have 
been suspended until further notice and our churches are now closed.  It 
is particularly sad that we will not be able to celebrate Easter together 
which is the most important event in the Christian calendar but we are 
reminded that the risen Jesus is not confined to time and space and we 
can know him in our hearts today. A hugely comforting thought at such a 
time as this.                James  

Dear Friends 

I am very conscious that we are living in some extremely difficult days at 
the moment. The Coronavirus is having a massive impact on people’s 
lives all across the world and the situation is changing literally by the day. 
Not only that, we have also had serious flooding in parts of our own 
country with many people’s lives being affected. Further afield we have 
witnessed the bush fires in Australia and we continue to see nations and 
regions of the world torn apart by warfare and conflict.   

Which rather begs the question, what sort of world do you long to see? 
What sort of paradise do you dream about? I’m fairly certain we all long 
for and dream of a perfect, peaceful world. I’m also fairly certain that at 
this present time we can’t see much hope for one. That, though, is why 
the season of Easter is such good news – it cuts right through our fears 
and uncertainty and speaks to us a message of wonderful hope, resting, 
Christians believe, on the certain fact of Jesus’ death and resurrection 
more than 2000 years ago. It is as relevant today as at any time in 
history.   
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When Jesus walked on the earth he said this, ‘I am the way and the truth 
and the life’. It’s an astonishing statement – Jesus claiming that he knows 
fully what God is like, and that he provides the only way to get to God. 
You see, amazing things happened when Jesus came to earth. Jesus was 
a real human being who ate, drank, washed, slept, partied, worked and 
experienced all the same range of emotions as we do except, unlike us, 
Jesus never did, thought or said anything wrong. Ultimately Jesus stood 
in the place where flawed human beings like us deserve to be. He 
suffered and died on the cross so that we can know that God has forgiven 
us. Incredibly it didn’t end there, though, because Jesus rose from the 
dead. The good news is that Jesus has the power to raise us from the 
dead too!   

So do you long to be able to enjoy the world which God has given you? 
Well this is also what he wants and intends. But it is also crucial that we 
keep an eternal perspective on things. Invariably we will face both joys 
and sorrows in this present life. Unquestionably, though, all such sorrow 
and despair will have no place in the new heaven and the new earth that 
the Bible talks about in its final book, Revelation. We read in Chapter 21, 
‘God will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or 
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away’ 
(Rev 21:4)  

So how can we be certain in a world of uncertainty that this perfect world 
we yearn for and long to see will one day be ours? Well the bible assures 
us that if we put our faith and trust in Jesus - acknowledging our sins and 
receiving his forgiveness - we will not only know his constant presence 
with us today but we can also look forward to being with him for all 
eternity in a world where coronavirus, flooding, fire, warfare and 
destruction will never ever have a place. That’s something worth looking 
forward to and the good news of Easter is the key to it all.  

       James 
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For the Benefice  
Home Communion 

If you are unable to come to church and would like to receive Holy 
Communion at home please ring James Russell on 01256 589614 

 

for this to be arranged. 
 

 

North Waltham Village Cycle of Prayer 
Sunday April 5th:  Well Close  
Sunday April 12th:  Ramsholt Close  
Sunday April 19th:  Longfield Close  
Sunday April 26th:  Burydown Mead            James Russell 
 

Prayer for the Month 
April 2020  
Lord, the resurrection of Your Son has given us new life and renewed 
hope. Help us to live as new people in pursuit of the Christian ideal. Grant 
us wisdom to know what we must do, the will to want to do it, the 
courage to undertake it, the perseverance to continue to do it, and the 
strength to complete it.  Amen  
(New Saint Joseph People's Prayer Book)    The Prayer Team 
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Prayers for those affected by Coronavirus  
God of healing and hope, in Jesus you meet us in our places of pain and 
fear.  Look with mercy on those who have contracted the new virus, on 
any who are vulnerable, and on all who feel in danger.  Through this time 
of global concern, by your Holy Spirit bring out the best not the worst in 
us.   Make us more aware of our interdependence on each other, and of 
the strength that comes from being one body in you.  Through Christ our 
wounded healer. Amen.  
[Revd Sam Wells; St Martins in the Field, London] 
            Steve Jefferson 

 

North Waltham News                     
Flowers at St. Michaels 
Church Closed until further notice  
    
 

Friends of St Michael’s Church Draw 
The winners for March are Jackie Ward and Carol Rowe congratulations 
to you both. 
If you would like to join the church monthly draw each ticket costs £20 
and you can have as many tickets s you like.  Drawn monthly the first 
prize is £45 and 2nd £15.   Please contact Lois Lang   adl1@btinternet.com  
Anyone is welcome to join.     Lois Lang 
 

North Waltham Village Archives 
The village archives consists of pictures, leaflets, maps etc. , started I 
believe by Len Hewey, taken over by Ann Lloyd and run for the next 20 
years by my late husband, Richard. So I am delighted that Carolyn Brown 
on 397164 has taken over this task. Copies of Richard's booklet on North 
Waltham, his more serious booklet on the history of the village , as well 
as the DVD 'Voices of North Waltham' are all available from Caroline. So 
if long-time residents have any photos, newspaper cuttings or any 
mementos to do with the village please let Carolyn have them - don't let 
them be thrown out by your children!!           Lynda Tanner  
 

mailto:adl1@btinternet.com
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Covid-19 Core Group Update – March 2020  
 
This group has been set up to support our local residents as defined by 
the Parish Magazine core circulation area and to provide direct support to 
Old Barn Stores.  If there is someone in Ashe, Deane and Steventon who 
would be willing to join our Core Group please send an e-mail to the 
address below.  The purpose of this group is to ensure the vulnerable and 
residents in self-isolation and cocooning (meaning: protect from an 
unpleasant situation) can continue to have their basic needs met, 
whether that is food, prescriptions or animals being cared for. We will 
also provide a chatting / social service for individuals to stay connected if 
they live on their own or anyone needs to have someone to chat to. We 
currently have 50 volunteers and a wait list of people ready to support our 
residents.  However, this is likely to be an ever changing situation so, if 
you would like to help and be added please send an e-mail to 
NWCOVID19@gmail.com   

We have set out some guidelines, which we would like to share with you. 
Contact can be made by the mobile number circulated on the flyer but 
our preferred method would be to the email address 
NWCOVID19@gmail.com  When emailing please cover these points if 
you can:- 

·      If you are Self-isolating / Vulnerable / Socially distancing (for medical 
reasons) / Cocooning  
·      What support is needed with detail? Food; Medical; Chat; Hospital; 
Pets / Vets / Walking / prescriptions   
·      Supply your contact details including address  
·      If you are very concerned please supply Next of Kin contact details if 
you would like someone to have them for the future  
·      Please confirm the level of urgency / timelines  
·      For food requests:  Please confirm payment option:  
    1) If food from Old Barn stores – what number we can call you to take 
card payment when we are in store  
    2) If you can make a Bank Transfer to an agreed account  
    3) If you only have cash  

mailto:NWCOVID19@gmail.com
mailto:NWCOVID19@gmail.com
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    4) If you are struggling for funding to cover your food costs please 
advise   
You will be supplied with a return email of who your volunteer is and a 
password. Please note, we have made an assumption that the Old Barn 
Stores will be the primary source of food deliveries.  
Order cut off is 8am daily - for delivery that day unless an emergency.  
Food from Old Barn Stores:  
Picking and packing 9-12 with our own till trained staff – taking payment 
on phone  
Delivery PM – there will be no contact if self-isolating  
We will ensure you have regular updates and please do not hesitate to 
reach out to all the wonderful people waiting to help you.  
 

Please Support Our Local Businesses  
COVID-19 is tough on everyone and that includes our local businesses 
trying to get through the next few months and beyond.   
Do you want to know how to support our Local Businesses in North 
Waltham, Ashe, Steventon, Dummer & Deane?  
There's something you can do right now, either as a business owner or as 
a member of the wider community. It's about sharing what our local 
businesses can do for the locality  during COVID-19 and at the same time, 
finding out what our local villages need from our businesses.   
A Facebook Group has been set up to provide a collaborative platform for 
businesses to make known their locally available products & services and 
maybe, if appropriate, how they've been adapted to current times. 
Businesses can get very creative and offer things in new ways.   
But we also want to encourage our local residents to let us know if they 
are looking for a service or even a locally made or offered product, by 
posting on this FB group. Be great if we could stay local in our business 
support.   
Simply search 'NW, Ashe, Steventon, Dummer & Deane local business' on 
Facebook.   
We'll update you more in the next issue as things develop but meanwhile 
do share details of this support with local businesses, so they know what 
help is at hand, and also to your friends and neighbours in our local 
community - of course at 2metres. distance!  
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For any questions, please email NWCOVID19@gmail.com  and put in the 
subject field 'Local Business' so it can be directed to the correct member 
of our team.   
 

Local Teacher Support  
Ruth Knight is looking at setting up a group of teachers who could try to 
answer questions you or your child might have about the work that has 
been assigned by the school or to point them in the direction of other 
resources.  The objective of the group would be to supplement, not take 
the place of the teacher and the school.  If you are interested in being part 
of this group, please contact Ruth Knight 
on:  northwalthamteachers@gmail.com   

We would like to take this opportunity of thanking everyone for their help 
and support at this time.  The response to the requests so far has been 
awesome, thank you everyone.   

North Waltham COVID19 Support Group   
Carolyn Brown         07340305938   
Adele Stevenson      07584060064   
Jean Malone             07980259661   
Lois Lang                    07890886326   
Penny Williamson    07740563803 

       NWCOVID19 Core Team    
          

 

Church Fete & Big Lunch - CANCELLED 
Having had conversations  with Malcolm Knight (Village Trust), Jennifer 
Hordon ( Gardening Club) and Colleen Gould (Grand Draw).  We all feel 
that we have no alternative but to postpone this years Church Fete/ Big 
Lunch planned for 10th May.  It may be possible to arrange an event in 
September subject to the health advice at that time.  However, the 
Gardening club would not be able to keep the plants until then.  We have 
left it that it might be possible to have a coffee morning & plant sale in 
June/July again subject to the advice at that time.           Jan Woodfin 
 

mailto:NWCOVID19@gmail.com
mailto:northwalthamteachers@gmail.com
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NORTH WALTHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS  

 

 
Any comments on planning proposals should be directed to Basingstoke & Deane 
Borough Council, Civic Offices, London Road, Basingstoke, RG21 4AH.  Copies of 
applications and plans can be viewed at the council offices, or on the BDBC website 
https://planning.basingstoke.gov.uk/online-applications/  
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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING   
The next Parish Council Meeting, due to be held on Tuesday 21st April 
2020, has been CANCELLED due to the Coronavirus Covid 19 virus. 
Meetings due to take place after April will be reviewed on a month by 
month basis and the decision as to whether to go ahead will be made in 
accordance with advice from the Government and Public Health England.  
 
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  
This usually takes place in April but has been POSTPONED indefinitely.   

PLAN TO ENSURE THE CONTINUITY OF PARISH COUNCIL SERVICES   

The Parish Council have drawn up a plan to ensure the continuity of its 
services during the current situation. This can be viewed on the North 
Waltham website at https://www.northwaltham.net/parish-
council/documents/  

 
ADDITIONAL MEETINGS  
Additional meetings to discuss planning applications will NOT be 
arranged for the foreseeable future. The Parish Council will continue to 
notify residents of planning applications in the Parish Magazine and 
continue to respond to consultations from Basingstoke and Deane 
Borough Council. Residents are also able to comment on planning 
applications on the BDBC website. https://planning.basingstoke.gov.uk/online-

applications/  

 
COMMUNITY COFFEE AND LITTER PICK –CANCELLED.  
The Parish Council would like to ask everyone to follow advice given by 
the Government and Public Health England to ensure that everyone in 
the village stays safe and healthy.  
                                Rosemary Coulter, Clerk to North Waltham Parish Council 

clerk@northwaltham.info  01256 397188 

 
NORTH WALTHAM VILLAGE TRUST 
Covid 19 consequences: - - The Rathbone Pavilion is now 

closed to all hirers until further notice. Re-opening will be 
dependent upon HM Government advice and directives. Once we 

https://www.northwaltham.net/parish-council/documents/
https://www.northwaltham.net/parish-council/documents/
https://planning.basingstoke.gov.uk/online-applications/
https://planning.basingstoke.gov.uk/online-applications/
mailto:clerk@northwaltham.info
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can re-open, regular hirers will have first refusal on their previous time 
slots; 
- When villagers are using Cuckoo Meadow for exercise and recreation 
activities, please follow all government advice and in particular respect 
the requirement to maintain a minimum of 2 metres from other people; 
 - Following the government's directives of 23rd March, we have closed 
the Play Area until such time as relevant restrictions are rescinded; 
- The North Waltham Village Trust Management Committee and St. 
Michael's Church team have agreed that we must postpone the 
combined Big Lunch and Church Fete scheduled for 10th May. We will 
review the scope for a rearranged date in late summer if the situation 
eases in the coming months. Meanwhile, all planning meetings for this 
event are cancelled. The organising team would like to thank everyone 
who has contributed to the planning up to now. 
 
Cuckoo Meadow: -Many thanks are due to the volunteers who helped 
clear Cuckoo Meadow of the extensive amount of debris fallen from 
the trees during the winter storms. Fortunately, we had an excellent 
turnout of villagers to deal with a record amount of material. As ever, 
we are indebted to Alan Purkiss for arranging removal and disposal of a 
very full trailer load of branches and twigs.  
Grass cutting of the Meadow started on 24th March. Our contractor is 
currently having to work single-handed so cutting may not occur 
exactly every fortnight, but should proceed roughly every two weeks 
throughout the season. 
We have created a new shrub garden at the entrance to the Cuckoo 
Meadow car park, in place of the holly bush and brambles that were 
removed a few weeks ago. Many thanks are due to the working party 
that cleared the ground of an extensive mass of roots, rubble and litter; 
the work could not have proceeded without their input. The shrubs 
have been selected to provide a range of colours and flowering 
seasons. 
In the Play Area, one strand of the vertical climbing net has broken; a 
replacement has been ordered and is now with our play equipment 
maintenance contractor but fitment has to wait until Covid 19 
restrictions are lifted from their crew. 

                    Malcolm Knight 
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No one can ignore what is happening in the world right now.   
There are many reasons why you may be worried for the future, both 
from a health and the economic situation.   
Humans need security, and a sense of having things under control.   
We are all in unknown territory, and frankly it's scary. But how do we 
make sure we don't let ourselves go crazy with worry, and stay grounded?  
What can we do to help ourselves right now?   
We have written a guide on how to worry well, for you to download from 
our website. It includes helpful pdf’s which can print to assist you.   
In a nutshell, what we all need to do is NOT let the worry turn into 
generalised anxiety or depression.  
And the best way to do that is to SCHEDULE IN worry time.   
This may sound a little crazy, but if you set this time aside ( max 30 
minutes at a set time every day), it will free you up to be productive for 
the remaining 23.5 hours.  
As things come up through the day in your mind, jot them down on your 
worry pad. That way you can be sure not to forget.  
Then when your scheduled worry time is up (we suggest after the news!), 
set the alarm and worry away.   
With each worry ask yourself - Is this actually likely to happen? Can I do 
something about it? And If you can , DO IT.   
If you can’t DO anything right now can you postpone / DELAY the worry ?  
Some things can't or don't have to be addressed straight away. If this is 
the case -  acknowledge it, file it in your head to be dealt with later.  
If after doing that it still hounds you, perhaps it needs to be dealt with 
now after all. And if it can't, check out the next 2 options.  
Can you ask for help? Can this worry that can be sorted by someone else? 
Is it really yours or are you worrying on behalf of others? Try and 
DELEGATE the worry if possible.  
Lastly, can you DITCH the worry?  
Sometimes we worry about things that are totally out of your control, 
and things you simply can't do anything about.   
If you arrive to this conclusion after working through it, it's time to DITCH 
the worry altogether.  
We will be doing some videos in our group to help with managing worry 
and anxiety during this difficult time, so we hope you can join us.  

      Wayne & Maria: Wellness Coaches at TheNext40.co.uk  



Page 14  Benefice of North Waltham, Steventon, Ashe and Deane 

Clubs and Societies    
Cuckoo Meadow Preschool 
Hello from all at Cuckoo Meadow  
With spring upon us, our little nature explorers have been 
having lots of fun learning all about spring growth and change. They have 
been enjoying lots of countryside walks; spotting signs of sprouting new 
life around the Cuckoo Meadow fields and exploring the beautiful 
blooming flowers around the village. The children can now confidently 
identify snowdrops, daffodils and crocuses.   
As well as making some lovely blossom tree crafts, the preschoolers have 
been discussing baby animals that are born in the spring such as lambs 
and bunny rabbits. We have also taken a more in depth look at the 
lifecycles of frogs and chickens. This has led to some beautiful choruses 
of ‘Five little speckled frogs’ as well as the kids asking some tricky 
questions about what comes first the chicken or the egg!   
We will be finishing the term with a visit from a very special guest, the 
Easter Bunny who will lead the children in our annual Easter egg hunt.   
There are still some spaces available at the Ofsted Outstanding ranked 
pre-school so if you would like to find out more or come for a visit please 
contact Jo or Fiona on 01256 398172.        Hayley Thomas  
 

Puddleducks Baby and Toddler Group  
We are small, friendly group of local Mums, carers and grandparents who 
meet every Wednesday during term-time, 9-11am in the Rathbone 
Pavilion. We love to see new faces so come along and join us for free play, 
craft, stories, songs and a snack. Just £2 per child and 50p for any siblings.  

         Alice Crocker  

Village Quiz Night   
The quiz night on 28th February was a huge success and made a 
magnificent total of £853 for Cuckoo Meadow Preschool. It was a great 
evening with lots of laughter and chatter and a good range of questions 
to put our quizzing brains to the test!   
Thank you to everyone who attended, supplied prizes and bought raffle 
tickets. The monies raised are already being put to good use by the 
Preschool with the children enjoying two new ride on motorbikes, a new 
dolls house and a six week course of Rugby Tots booked for the summer 
term.               Hayley Thomas 
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Art Appreciation Group  
Since the World Health Organization formally declared the coronavirus a 
pandemic, and the UK government instituted stringent social distancing 
measures, we all have to make health considerations a priority.  
As a result, I have reluctantly decided to postpone the rest of the Art 
Appreciation program for the rest of this academic year. This means that 
the talks about G. F. Watts on Wednesday 22nd April and about 
Velazquez on Wednesday 17th June will not take place.  
Hopefully, if the situation has changed for the better by September, we 
will be able to resume our meetings with these being the first two 
sessions of the new program. Obviously, the membership fee will be 
adjusted to reflect these changes.      Wayne Jefferson 
 

Evening Book Club  
Our latest choice was Becoming by Michelle Obama – a book of over 400 
pages. It traces her life from childhood, through schooling, university, 
early work life as an attorney, then in the Mayor of Chicago’s office and 
lastly her life as the wife of a President. Some of the group felt that the 
early part was too long and a little repetitious and that they only started 
to enjoy the book about half way through it. Others of us were gripped 
from the start. Her desire to remain a person in her own right and not 
solely the wife of a politician comes through strongly as does the 
influence of her parents in encouraging her to believe that she could 
achieve her dreams. She writes passionately about her involvement with 
young people and her wish that her own children could live as normal a 
life as possible, despite the necessary security issues which surround the 
whole of a president’s family. There are some amusing moments when 
she, Malia and Sasha ‘escape’ the restrictions for a short time and a 
telling narration of an instance when Michelle and Barak tried to go out 
for a meal in a restaurant as an ordinary couple, rather than as President 
and First Lady. The group agreed that she writes well and overall the 
book scored 7.   
The next book is Mythos by Stephen Fry and we are meeting at Carolyn 
Brown’s house at 8pm on Tuesday 21st April.(please check)  New 
members are very welcome  
                   Anne and Jonathan Stokes  
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North Waltham Garden Club  
‘From Farm to Fork’ was the title of our March meeting;  nothing to do 
with gardening but a fascinating and at times hilarious story of how 
Becky Simpson and her two partners started with three pigs and now 
have 17 pigs, 22 sheep, 3 goats, 6 turkeys, 5 chickens, 3 ducks and 4 
horses!   Becky, of Maybank Farm, a local small holding near Tadley, was 
originally a vegetarian believe it or not and considered the three pigs as 
pets.  She couldn’t eat meat bought in supermarkets or most shops 
because it made her ill.    
The partners did a lot of research on the breeds of the animals they 
acquired making sure they were right for the space they had, had well 
prepared living quarters and the right feed etc.  For example, different 
breeds of pigs like different conditions, some woodland areas some open 
pasture land.  We also learnt that most animals need companionship and 
for pigs three is the magic number to make them happy! Becky really 
cares for their animals.  
We also learnt how they expanded their herds of pigs and sheep, and 
other animals, in perhaps a bit more detail than we had expected!!  Becky 
talked in some detail about the artificial insemination process and 
showed us some of the tools they use.   Very graphic but it was told in 
such a highly amusing way and you could see many of us shifting about in 
our seats!    
The farm now rears the animals for meat and they have won awards at 
regional shows for their animals.  Becky can now eat their meat and they 
are looking to expand into beef cattle this year with two heifers.  Their 
happy, healthier locally reared pork and lamb is for sale and they can be 
contacted for more information at maybankfarm@gmail.com.  
It was a wonderful story, with some very funny bits, but a story that also 
highlighted the long hours and extremely hard work that went into 
running the farm, particularly as Becky also has a job and a family to care 
for.  
All in all, a great evening with a lot of laughs and a great insight into the 
importance of proper care in the rearing of the animals we eat.  
Regretably, that will be our last meeting, at least until June, as the 
Garden Club has adhered to Government guidelines on the Corona Virus 
and cancelled our April and May meetings.  Hopefully, our June BBQ, a 
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great social evening, will go ahead on 9th June, but we will of course 
keep everyone informed.    
Additionally, now that the Church Fete and Big Lunch in May has also 
been cancelled The Garden Club is looking to arrange for our very popular 
Plant Stall to take place somewhere in the village at the end May or early 
June, if at all possible.  Again, we will keep everyone up to date as we go 
through this difficult time.        Jennifer Hordon 
 

North Waltham WI  
Our 84th Birthday Meeting was held on March 12th 2020 in 
Steventon Village Hall.  The hall was packed with local 
members and guests, as well as invited guests from Church 
Crookham WI (with whom we are twinned), Oakley and Deane WI, our WI 
Advisors and the Chairman of the Hampshire Federation of WIs.     
We started with a very short business meeting when we heard that our 
resident photographer, Christine, has been successful in having her photo 
accepted for the Hampshire WI 2021 calendar.  Over the years Christine 
has entered 14 photos with 11 being accepted for the calendar – 
congratulations Christine!    
We then kicked off the social part of the evening with a rousing rendition 
of Jerusalem.  Our entertainment for the evening was local trio, 
Musicality, who performed many songs from musicals - we were invited 
to sing-a-long to a few as well.  Looking around the audience there were 
many smiling faces – we all thoroughly enjoyed it!  
We then tucked into a delicious supper provided by several of our 
members and served by the committee.  We are renowned for our 
delicious food and this year was no exception – thank you to everyone for 
such a lovely spread.  The final event of the evening was the cutting of 
our birthday cake – thank you to Helen for baking and Debbie for icing – it 
was delicious!  
Next Meetings:    
North Waltham WI is following the guidance from Hampshire 
Confederation of WIs and we are cancelling our meetings in April and 
May at least.  We will review the situation in June and will communicate 
decisions to our members.  However, we are all still here for each other so 
if anyone needs anything or just a chat please do get in touch with me 
carolynbrown50@googlemail.com                        Carolyn Brown 

mailto:carolynbrown50@googlemail.com
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News from Steventon 
Flowers at St. Nicholas’ 
Church closed – no flowers 

(due to Coronavirus update) 

                Chris Smith 

 
STEVENTON  UPDATE 
 
Breakfast on Saturday 22nd February was once again very well attended, 
the usual delicious breakfast thoroughly enjoyed by all.  It was good to 
welcome Eddie, the Street Pastor and to hear his very informative, 
sometimes amusing, presentation.  Romy has written a great update so 
will say no more.  
 
The afternoon of Thursday 27th the group of villagers who received their 
Parish Magazine delivery from Sylvia, arrived at Tony & Joan’s, thank you 
both, armed with various goodies.  Sylvia decided to retire after 40 
years!  She used to ride her bike to deliver them many years ago, when 
lanes were indeed very quiet and her deliveries covered a wider 
area.  With the help of Chris, we all clubbed together and bought a 
hedgehog house, food and book.  Yes, Sylvia loves her hedgehogs and 
has a wonderful garden which is perfect.  Anyway, this had all been 
arranged secretly, we all felt a bit like undercover spies!!  Sylvia had been 
asked round Joan’s to take Bex for a walk as she thought she might be 
having her to stay.  Imagine her great surprise when she was coaxed into 
the lounge and was greeted with cheers from us all.  A wonderful tea 
party, even the weather was beautiful, vases of flowers enhancing this 
lovely occasion.  Hedgehog activity has been spotted.  
 
Onto March 5th, U.F.O. was held at Rachel’s and a very enjoyable 
afternoon it was with delicious cake, lots of chattering and laughter.  
Friday 6th was the evening of the Film night at the village hall.  ‘Tea with 
Mussolini’, starring Judy Dench, Maggie Smith and Cher to name but a 
few.  Choc Ices at half time added to the enjoyment of the 
evening.  Thank you Sue for organising this once again, amazing film.  
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Saturday 7th at the Anvil was the Mayor’s Charity Concert.  Steventon 
Singers were one group of many choirs accompanied by Heritage Light 
Orchestra and Basingstoke Area Youth Orchestra.  Also Robert May’s 
School Chamber Choir.  Brilliant.  £1500 was raised from the raffle and 
door exit collection boxes for the Mayors charities.  
 
Monday 9th we joined Rev. James for a communion service at Oak Lodge 
where afterwards we were able to catch up with old and new faces.  
Friday 13th the Book Club was held at Sally’s.  Wonderful individual cakes, 
mine being chocolate, very yummy, thank you so much Sally.  ‘The 
Queens Fool’ by Phillipa Gregory, only received a score of 4 !!  
Coffee & Cake held at the village hall on Monday 17th was well attended, 
how things have changed since then.  
 
The village, as everywhere around the country, has been amazing with 
volunteers, new groups set up via Facebook and WhatsApp.  The next 
thing in the village is Zoom….Have not a clue at the moment but am sure 
we will pick it up, visual coffee mornings, dinner parties, children parties 
to name a few which of course will help to keep people busy.  How 
blessed we all are to live in this wonderful part of the world, in these most 
uncertain times, we are able to enjoy our gardens.  Plenty to do 
there!!  Or just to sit and look at nature, which stops for no 
one.  Primroses, daffodils, little violets showing their heads and blossom 
of shrubs and trees.  The birds as incredibly busy at this time of the year, a 
joy to behold and my, to hear their song is just so wonderful.  There we 
even two partridges calling to one another, challenging each other very 
loudly.  Butterflies are emerging, a large yellow flew passed, bumble 
bees, even the hawk was forgiven as it sat for a while on the bird table.  A 
Heron was around for a couple of days, had its eye on Marilyn’s pool and 
the tadpoles I think!! Waving to our neighbours, talking on the phone, 
emails, all there to enable us to keep in contact and especially with our 
families many miles away. May this sunny weather continue, so enabling 
us to get out, even in solitude, our loved ones always in our hearts.  Stay 
safe.  God Bless.                                                                           Jan Everton-Browne  
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Welcome to Steventon 

We would like to welcome Elen and Alastair Bowers, who will be moving 
Into Olde Meade. We are so sorry that with this extraordinary situation at 
the moment you will not be able to welcome them at the usual social 
gatherings in the village. 

I am sure they would appreciate a wave and a hello if you see them in 
their garden or out walking their two dachshunds.         Chris & John Smith 

 

Bluebell Coffee Morning - Cancelled 

We are sorry that because of the current situation with the Coronavirus 
outbreak  we have had to cancel the .Bluebell Coffee Morning on 2nd May. 

Let us hope that we may be able to go ahead with it next year when we 
will appreciate the bluebells even more. 

I am sad that we cannot send our usual massive donation to St Michaels 
Hospice, but I am sure that in these difficult times they would appreciate 
smaller individual donations to help with the wonderful work they do. 

            Chris Smith 

Steventon Village Breakfast 
On February 22nd Steventon hosted another of it’s friendly village 
breakfasts in the village hall. It was well-attended by residents from all 4 
villages & bacon butties, croissants & coffee were eagerly consumed. 
There was much happy chatter which went on a little longer than normal, 
because our speaker, Eddie, first went to Steventon in Oxfordshire by 
mistake! When he finally arrived here he was greeted with cheers & 
applause, but he was certainly worth waiting for. His talk was about the 
charity, “Street Pastors”, & he gave great insight into the work which is 
going on in most towns & cities in UK. A “South Today” video recorded in 
Reading set the scene & he then told us many personal stories of the 
work done around pubs, bars & clubs in Basingstoke on Friday & Saturday 
nights from around 10.30pm to 3.00am or later. Their aim is to help “the 
vulnerables” in many creative ways, ranging from medical help, giving 
them flip-flops, lollipops, connecting them with friends or family, 
arranging transport home, to name but a few. These amazing folk show 
true Christian compassion in a totally non-judgemental way & it was 
inspiring to hear it.          Romy Dodgson 
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A decision will be made and published in next months magazine 
as to whether or not this event will be postboned or cancelled. 

                Tamsin Raymond 
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News from Deane 
Flowers at All Saints’ 
As church is now closed because of the Coronavirus 
outbreak there will be no flowers in church until further 
notice.    
               Deirdre Coles 
 
From 9 March we had to cancel services because of the severe floods in 
Deane.   The Church itself is not flooded but the path up to the Church 
and the surrounding area is under water.  You will have seen that the road 
between the Deane Gate and the Church is closed.  Everyone will know 
that The Church of England has now put on hold all Church services until 
further notice.  
 
Amanda Dyer at Manor Farm has kindly set up a WhatsApp group for the 
village to help everyone at this very difficult time.   Please contact her if 
you would like to be added to the WhatsApp group at 07879119052.  
                       Deirdre Coles 

 

News from Ashe 
Flowers at Holy Trinity 
As church services are currently suspended because of 
the Coronavirus outbreak there will be no flowers in 
church until further notice.      Susan Hewetson-Brown 

 
Services in April and May  
Please look in the Benefice Magazine for details of the services to be held 
at Ashe in April and May. In particular, Ashe will host a United Benefice 
Communion service on Sunday 10th May at 10.15am. (please check as 
church currently closed) 

          Sue Headley 
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Overton & District U3A 
 
Meetings cancelled until further notice..  
 
                       Lizzie Lewis 
 

Small Ads 
PROFESSIONAL FOOT CARE IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN 
HOME - Fay Curtis (MCFHP. MAFHP), qualified Foot Health Practitioner 
offers a range of foot care services Call 07780 664410 for an 
appointment.(5/20) 
Rate for Small Ads: 20p per word (minimum £1). Cash or cheque payable to S

t
 

Michael's Parish Magazine 

 
Editor’s Note 
The printers closed on Tuesday 24th March in line with Government 
advice due to Coronavirus. 
 
Unfortunately that means that I am unable to produce a hard copy of the 
magazine for the time being. However, I am currently working with our 
distributors to ensure that as many readers as possible receive the 
magazine by email or other mean. 
North Waltham & Steventon residents will also have access via village 
websites. 
 
Please do keep your articles coming in as keeping as many lines of 
communication open as possible will be helpful for many in this difficult 
time.           Julie Hugman 
 
 

Final Copy Date 
6 p.m. on TUESDAY 21st April for May edition for all articles 
Please note an article limit of 2 A5 pages. Longer articles will 
be returned to sender for editing. 
Articles by email to parish.magazine@hotmail.com or 
delivered to  7 St. Michael’s Close, North Waltham, RG25 2BP. 

mailto:parish.magazine@hotmail.com
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Parish Magazine Advertising 2018 

We are a Friendly Cafe 

At  Dummer Down 
Farm 

Sandwiches, cakes and a 
hot special of the day.  Plenty of space, 
comfy sofas, child’s play area , Gift Shop. 

Sandwich deliveries,  business lunches 
and love to host children’s parties. 

Sash Newman 07958634585 

sash@moreofthegoodstuff.co.uk  

 
 

 
 
 

Health and Beauty Treatments 
in a quiet country setting 
including: 

 Facials  Massage 

 Manicure  Aromatherapy 

 Pedicure  Waxing 

 Electrolysis  Gift Vouchers available 
 

2 Lower Ashe Farm Cottages, Ashe, Near Overton 

 01256 773112 

Grant Electrical 
 

All electrical work undertaken 
 

Replacement consumer units 
Extra sockets or lighting points 

LED lighting 
Complete installation testing 

NICEIC notification and registered 
 

Tel: 01256 398585/07989 729118 
grantrogers30@hotmail.com 

 
For help with Weight Loss, Stop 
Smoking, Confidence, Anxiety, 
Fears/Phobias & Public Speaking. 
  
-Brian Dixon - 07876 340261 

Qualified Hypno Gastric  
Band Practitioner. 

 

www.tranquilitas.co.uk  
 

mailto:sash@moreofthegoodstuff.co.uk
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J R and P HAYWARD 
 

OIL BOILER and 

AGA MAINTENANCE 
 

 Routine Servicing 

 Breakdowns 

 Parts and Improvements 

 

 
4 Shyshack Lane, Baughurst,  

Tadley, RG26 5NH 

 
ALL ASPECTS OF BUILDING & 

RENOVATION WORK 
DESIGN & PLANNING SRVICES 

(past project OLD BARN STORES) 
T:01962 774542  M:07810510521 

 
~ MERCEDES BENZ ~  

~ BMW ~ AUDI ~ VW ~ 
 

Service, Repair and Diagnosis 

from the German car specialists 

Competitive rates ~ Free courtesy car 

Free collection and delivery ~ MOTs 
 

Call 01256 397150 

KEYLINK SYSTEMS 

The Calvert Centre, Woodmancott 

near Winchester, SO21 3BN  

York 
 Associates

● Architectural Design Services ● 

● Planning Consultants ● 
Planning applications for new houses & 

extensions 
Applications for Listed Building Consent 

Building Regulations submissions 

Andrew Steeden MRICS  
Chartered Building Surveyor 

Telephone: 01256 892748 (Whitchurch) 

Email:andy.yorkassociates@gmail.com 
www.yorkassociates.org 

Overton Bathroom 
Centre Limited 

 

4 HIGH STREET, OVERTON, HANTS, RG25 3HA 

TEL: 01256 770374     FAX: 01256 771688 
 

www.overtonbathrooms.co.uk 
 

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING, 
HEATING AND BATHROOM 

REQUIREMENTS 
 

DESIGN AND INSTALLATION SERVICES AVAILABLE 

mailto:andy.yorkassociates@gmail.com
http://www.overtonbathrooms.co.uk/
http://www.rics.org.uk/default.htm
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01256 412172       0777 300 5656 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STEVE SULLIVAN 
All aspects of plumbing 
and heating undertaken 

Specialising in Design and Installation of Luxury 

Bathrooms - Power Showers - Water Softeners 

Gas and Oil Heating Systems. Boiler & 

Cylinder Changes & System updates 

Top Quality Materials and 
Workmanship Guaranteed 

* * Qualified Installer * * 
Gas Safe Reg No 176318. Oftec Reg C8958 

Free estimates:  01256 478920 or 
Email:- Karenjsullivan7@gmail.com  

Home and Small Business Computer Support 

  

www.nf-nf.com    info@nf-nf.com 

Desktop, Laptop & Printer  
Configuration, Repairs & 

Maintenance 
  Truly “No Fix No Fee” with No Callout Charge. A 

local company established in 1999 
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A. R. GREEN 

BOILER SERVICES 
 

Plumbing and Heating 

Oil and Natural Gas 

Boiler Servicing 

CORGI Registered 

Tel/Fax: 01264 363264 

Mobile: 07850 235622 

 

STEVE JUDGE 
HANDYMAN 

 

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
PAINTING & DECORATING 

GENERAL GARDEN 
& PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

LAWNS & HEDGES CUT 
ANY JOB CONSIDERED 

FREE ESTIMATES 
MOBILE: 077333 78865 

stevejjudge@gmail.com 
 

 
 

Local man lives in North 

Waltham 

 

Does all garage, loft and house 

clearance. 

Call Henry on: 07725837700 

Fully covered and happy to give 

a free quote 

 

For all jobs, big or small! 
 

P C BUTLER 
BRICKWORK 

General and Traditional 
Building 

Roofing,Maintenance & 
Repairs, Painting & Decorating 

No job too small 

Tel:01256 781830 

Or 07833 586250 
 

mailto:stevejjudge@gmail.com

