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STEVENTON PLAYERS 
AGM 

Tuesday, 5th November 2019 
 
 
MEETING STARTED: 7.00pm 
 
PRESENT:  Officers: Marilyn Wright (Chairman), Sue Brinsley (Secretary),  

Jan Everton-Brown (Treasurer) 
Committee members: Rachel Cheesman, Shona Gruzelier, Charlie Palmer, 
Rosina Forde, Jeff Dodgson, John Smith 

  + 8 other attendees (list available) 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 

None received 
 
2. MINUTES AGM 2018 

The minutes were approved by the meeting and signed.   
 
3. MATTERS ARISING 

There were no matters arising. 
 
4. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

Chairman’s Report 2019 
 
Another busy year for the village with a range of social activities all of which were well 
supported so thank you to Cassandra for providing information and communication.  
 
Food seems to play a prominent role in village activities and the annual gastronomic 
safari took place in November, closely followed by a successful Christmas Coffee 
morning.  Money raised at both these events was donated to the Basingstoke Food Bank.  
Christmas was celebrated as usual with a children’s party and seniors’ lunch enjoyed by 
the relevant age-groups.  The carol service was atmospheric with the Steventon Singers 
and the Church Choir leading enthusiastic singing and the Steventon Players re-telling the 
Christmas story in their own way at the crib service. 
Steventon’s residents’ talents were on show at the performances of All at Sea.  This was 
loosely based on Gilbert and Sullivan’s HMS Pinafore and the stage of the Village Hall was 
transformed amazingly into the deck of a ship.  The Players excelled themselves in the 
performance with many memorable moments.  There were a lot of enthusiastic 
comments about the performance but probably the most pleasing aspect is that it draws 
our community together and it is lovely to have an excuse talk to neighbours and friends, 
particularly newcomers to the village.  The one sad note was the death of Linton Hall 
Davis.  He was an enthusiastic thespian and singer and is a great loss to the village.  
One of the Steventon Players most recent event was to organise an enjoyable harvest 
supper.  The food was accompanied by a challenging picture quiz and was followed by an 
auction of harvest hampers, raising money again for the foodbank. 
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The aim of the Steventon Players is ‘to encourage, facilitate and provide dramatic and 
musical entertainment for the residents of Steventon and to encourage participation in 
such activities among the said residents’. 
 
In actual fact we have extended our brief to encourage villagers to socialise in a variety of 
ways.  We increasingly hear about communities where residents do not know their 
neighbours, let alone speak to them, so in a small community, we are ideally placed to 
provide opportunities for people to meet. Our ongoing events are….  
 
• The monthly Coffee and Cake mornings at the Village Hall are invaluable for chat and 

are proving very popular with all ages, although may be rather detrimental to the 
waistline!   

• The UFO group meets to give time to unfinished objects – and eat cake 
• The Book Group focuses on a book a month which stimulates discussion in a wide 

range of subjects – and eat cake 
• The Ukulele group continues to strum a variety of music 
• The Steventon Singers don’t eat cake but sing an increasingly wide range of music 

and this year have taken part in vocal workshops and the Mayor’s carol service. 
• The film club meets mainly during the winter and has shown The Guernsey Literary 

and Potato Pie Society and Fishermen’s Friends.  There is no cake but choc ices are 
available. 

 
I would like to thank all the members of the Committee for all their hard work and to Tim 
for maintaining the village website.  If you feel inclined to organise a new and innovative 
event then please let us know and we will support you. 
 
We can now look forward to the next year of community enjoyment and fun. 
 
 

5. TREASURER’S REPORT 
Jan presented the annual accounts. Copy attached.  
It was pointed out that two amounts of money are in the Steventon Players bank account 
which have been ‘ring-fenced’: 
a) historically there has been a fund specifically for the Senior’s Christmas lunch, but 

very little has been spent as each year so much has been donated. The current 
amount is £775.78 

b) the amount collected for teas/cakes at the Ashe Park Jane Austen event has also not 
been spent yet – this needs to be decided.  Total unchanged at £617. 

 
These two amounts should be deducted from the total in the bank to show the funds 
available for Steventon Players to allocated to a variety of activities. 
 
There were no questions.  

 
6. ELECTION OF COMMITTEE 

First of all, Marilyn proposed a vote of thanks to Jan, who is retiring from the role of 
Treasurer.  Jan is, however, happy to stay on as a committee member. 
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a) Chairman: 
Marilyn Wright – Proposed by Sue Brinsley, seconded by Rosina Forde.  
ELECTED 

 
 b) Secretary: 
  Sue Brinsley – Proposed by Rosina Forde, seconded by Chris Smith. 
  ELECTED 
 
 c) Treasurer: 
  Shona Gruzelier – Proposed by Jan Everton, seconded by Rachel Cheesman. 
  ELECTED 
 
d) Committee members: 

Current committee members were all willing to stand again.   
Proposed en bloc by Chris Smith, agreed unanimously by meeting.  
 
Charlie Palmer 
Jan Everton  
Jeff Dodgson 
John Smith 
Rachel Cheesman 
Rosina Forde 

 ELECTED 
 
7. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

a) Jeff asked why we keep three separate ‘pots’ of money in the same bank account 
rather than keeping them separately. 
Marilyn explained that as the two amounts in question were collected for or at 
specific events, they need to be kept separate from the general spending money 
available to Steventon Players’. However, for simplicity the money is kept in the 
Steventon Players bank account, rather than opening two further accounts which 
have to be managed. 
 
Rachel suggested the committee should discuss how to spend the Jane Austen 
money at the next committee meeting. 
 

b) Chris commented that blackout curtains for the village hall are a good idea.  They will 
give more flexibility to the use of the hall.  Speaking for the Village Hall committee, 
Rachel confirmed they were hoping to get the re-decoration done by Christmas/New 
Year, which would enable them to make progress with the curtains. 

 
c) Rachel asked for ideas for the charity to be supported by the Christmas Fair, so this 

could be included in any publicity for the event. 
 

d) Rachel asked if we have a FaceBook page.  Marilyn agreed this would be a good idea.  
To be discussed. 

 
e) Chris asked if we want to support the Bluebell morning again next year.  It was 

unanimously agreed we should. 
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Marilyn asked if anyone has any suggestions for activities or events, please let the 
committee know.  New ideas are always welcome. 
 
Chris proposed a vote of thanks to the committee for their hard work over the last year.  
 
 
MEETING ENDED at 7.29pm 
 
 
  


